
CRIGlNAL 

V I A  HAND DELIVERY 

Marlene H. Dortch. Esquire 
Sccrctary 
F'ederal Communications Commission 
' lhc  Portals 
44.5 12th Streei, S W  
Washington, D C  20554 

RECEIVED 

DEC 1 1  2002 
F U E M  COHMUHlUTlONS COMMLSBlOll 

OFFICE OFTHE SECAETW 

Re: Notiflcatioii of Ex Parte Communication 
MB Docket Nos. 02-277,Ol-235,96-197,01-317, and 00-244 

llcar Ms. Dortcli: 

I'his i s  LO advise you. i n  accordance wiih Section 1 .  I206 ot'the Fc'C:'s rules. t ha t  on 
Dcccmhet- I O ,  2002. the representatives ofh ledia General lislcd on Attachnlcnt A hosted Dr. 
Iltrhcrl Pcppcl-, Cliicl: FCC Oftice ol't'lans and I'olicj. tor a tour and incct ing al ~'111e News 
Ccnter." a Media General lacility in Tampa. I'lorida. "'T'he News Center" combines untlcr onc 
roof  many ofthe  operations or Media General's co-owned television station. WFIJ-TV:  iLs 
newspaper, The Tampa Tribune; and i t s  regional website, TBO.com. 

The bricf tour included the te lev is ion statioii-s produclion and studio areas; the 
tic\\spapcr's archivcs, research department and newsi.oom; and tllc "Mtil l imedia Desk'. " I Ilc 
Multimedia Ilesk" i s  one large semi-circular area where employees of the television station. the 
newspaper, and the wehsite s i t  in close proximity to each other, so they can coiiiinunicate about 
breaking local news stories and coordinate (he development o f  news reports i n  a \vay that w i l l  
bcsl inecl Ihc community's weds.  

-rile participants i n  the mecling discusscd the convcrgence olco-owned ticilities in the 
nicdia i i iduslry generally; the pt~b l ic  interest benefits delivered b y  Media General's 'Tampa 
hcil it ies; [he diffcrent markets or audiences served by The Tampa Tribune, WFLA-TV, 2nd 
TB0.com; Media General's focus 0 1 1  nieeling constimeis' tneeds; the delivcry of bellel-, fasiel-, atid 
deeper lociil i icws that hiis resulled ftoni convci-pice of  ils facilities; and the increase i n  local 
t w \ s  cobcrapc and local ncws qtiality tl ial h i i s  Ibllo\vctl coiiversencc. Dr. Peljl'cr !\as also 
pi-o\,idcd with a videotape about Media Gcneral's convel-pice efforts in Tampa and elsewhere in 
l l lc Sotrlhcast. W c  have io1 j c t  reccivrd il copy. As soon as we do, we will lodge i t  ill the rccord 
as \ K l l .  

http://TBO.com
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As reqtiirtd by scction I .  120G(b), two copies of this lcttcr are being submitled for each of 
thc ahovc-rcfcrenced dockels. 

M .  Anne Swanson 

Enclosure 
cc wiencl by tclccopy. 

Dr. Robert Pepper 



Attachment A - Mcdia General Renresenht' ives 

0.  Rccd Ashe, Jr. 

Gcorge 1,. Mahoney 

Joseph Pomi I l a  

Cnmcron K .  Read 

Gil Tllelen 

Prcsident and Chicf Operating Officer, Media General 

Gencral Counsel and  Secrelary, Media General 

Gciieral Sales Managcr, WFLA-TV 

Gcncral Manager, TBO.com 

Executive F,ditor, The Tampa Tribwx 


